
“Make a Home Now” Discussion Guide
by Shannon Cerneka

Opening Prayer
Leader: God of all creation, of all nations, and of all peoples:
through your son Jesus, you commanded that
we love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Send your Holy Spirit to inspire our hearts today,
as we attempt to grow in our understanding
of the challenges and hardships faced 
by our brothers and sisters living as refugees.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord and brother.
All: Amen

Introduction
The leader begins by saying the following, in these or similar words:

We’re going to take some time today to reflect on the plight of refugees in the world.  Who can tell me what 
a refugee is? 

The leader listens attentively to each response.  At some point, mention that dictionary.com defines a refugee 
as “a person who flees for refuge or safety, especially to a foreign country, as in time of political upheaval, 
war, etc.”  Then the leader continues:

What do you know about what their lives are like day-to-day? The leader allows time for further discussion.

On their web page addressing the refugee crisis in Syria — http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/
syrian-refugee-crisis — Catholic Relief Services has this to say:

The war in Syria has killed as many as 400,000 Syrians, and has uprooted more than 11 million people. Children, who 
make up more than half of Syrian refugees in the Middle East, are paying the heaviest price: many have witnessed violence 
and the loss of homes or loved ones; the vast majority have been out of school for years. Syria’s neighbors, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Turkey and Egypt, have responded to the call to welcome the stranger. With an influx of some 4.1 million refugees, their 
economies, social services and basic in"astructure are strained to the breaking point. But unless and until families can feed 
their children and provide opportunities, they will continue to look for other opportunities.

Driven by violence and seeking safety and a "esh start, Syrians made up half of the more than one million refugees and 
economic migrants who arrived on European shores in 2015. However, following border closures throughout the Balkans in 
March 2016, tens of thousands of refugees and economic migrants have become stranded in Greece. Thousands more are 
stuck in Macedonia, Serbia and Croatia. With their options in flux and conditions increasingly perilous, these families need 
food, basic supplies, shelter and clear information about legal options for seeking asylum and international protection. 

If desired, share a few additional facts about the world refugee crisis using this web link:
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/05/key-facts-about-the-worlds-refugees

http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/syrian-refugee-crisis
http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/syrian-refugee-crisis


The leader continues:

The challenge of how to help our world refugees is a great one.  Fortunately, we believe in a God who 
understands what it is to be a refugee, because he WAS a refugee.  We hear about this in the Gospel of 
Matthew.  

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader: When they had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Rise, take the child and his mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to search 
for the child to destroy him. Joseph rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. 
He stayed there until the death of Herod, that what the Lord had said through the prophet might be 
fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader: Thaťs an amazing story of faith and survival, but what should our response be today when we hear 
about the world refugee crisis and when we learn about how even Jesus and his family had to flee for safety? 
How should that information change us?  Tonight, with the help of a song and accompanying video, we will 
prayerfully consider how Christ might be calling each of us — and our Church — to respond to these 
questions.   

Song/Video
Play video of “Make a Home Now” — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7zEPAEKav0

At its conclusion, allow 30-60 seconds for silent contemplation.

The leader then engages a discussion with these or similar questions.

- What are your initial thoughts about what you saw and heard? Describe your feelings.
- What were the most challenging parts of the song and video? What gave you hope?
- What thoughts or emotions come to mind as you think of Jesus as a refugee?
- What gifts or talents do you possess that could better the lives of refugees today?
- What is stopping you from using those gifts for that purpose? 

Leader: Facing challenges as large and distant as these can seem daunting for individuals, but we don’t have 
to meet the difficulties alone.  For instance, Catholic Relief Services, who I mentioned before, is one of the 
agencies around the world trying to make a difference.  Leťs watch this video about them and their efforts.

Play the following video — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kqXY39xBBnw



Action
This next part may take some research on the part of the leader.  At this point, it would be good for the 
group to brainstorm ideas for putting today’s thoughts and feelings into action.  What is being done in this 
community now?  What can/should be done?  What can we do to help?  Some churches and surrounding 
communities are more open to welcoming refugees than others.  Sometimes the local, state, and political 
climate creates challenges and road blocks to this type of work.  Ideally, the participants would come up 
with a practical plan for “welcoming the stranger” locally.  This way, they can be “hands on” in the work.  
Perhaps this work can start on the parish or diocesan level.  Does the parish have a committee for handling 
refugee families that move into the area?  Does the diocese have a refugee office? What work is already being 
done? Gathering this information ahead of time will be key to helping this part of the discussion bear fruit.  
Let the discussion be led by the participants, so they will have ownership in the plan they come up with.  Try 
to stay of the way, but help them develop a step-by-step plan and then give them tools and motivation to go 
for it!  

Closing Prayer
Leader: As this discussion comes to a close, let us be reminded of Jesus’ words from later in the Gospel of 
Matthew.

Reader: A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader: Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared 
for me, in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him and say, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? When did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 
naked and clothe you? When did we see you ill or in prison, and visit you?’ And the king will say to them in 
reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’

The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Leader: Jesus commands us to go forth, loving and serving him and our neighbors.  Leťs begin this journey 
together in prayer, singing “Make a Home Now.”

The leader distributes song sheets, and all sing “Make a Home Now” using the video from before or just the 
audio — https://soundcloud.com/orinjohnson/make-a-home-now

Leader: Our time together ends as we offer those near us a sign of peace.
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